SUPPLEMENT 


TO THE 


BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


LONDON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER l15rna, 1923. 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE 
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
CURRENT NOTES : 
THe ASSOCIATION AND THE R.A.M.C. 269 


British MeEpicau ASSOCIATION ConFERENCE, 


GENERAL PRACTITIONERS AND THE SaLaRiesS OF MEDICAL 
MEETINGS OF BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS iad — 
“ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE AND DIARY ... 
NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS _... 


| 


PAGE 
NATIONAL INSURANCE: 
The Court of Inquiry: Terms of Reference ... 
Terms oF Service. CoRRESPONDENCE WITH THE MINISTRY OF 
GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL: 
VACANCIES AND APPOINTMENTS ove 
DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS ... 276 


British Medical Association. 


CURRENT NOTES. 


The Association and the R.A.M.C. 

Tae Council of the British Medical Association has recently 
had under consideration, through its Naval and Military 
Committee, the question of the shortage of candidates for 
the medical branches of the fighting forces. As a result of 
these deliberations as regards the R.A.M.C. the Army 
Council was approached with a suggestion that a conference 
on the subject with the medical authorities might be help- 
ful. This proposal was warmly welcomed by the Army 
Council, and the members of the Naval and Military Com- 
mittee met the Director-General, Lieutenant-General Sir 
William Leishman, K.C.M.G., C.B., F.R.S., and _ the 
Assistant Director-General, Brevet-Colonel H. B. Fawcus, 
‘C.M.G., D.S.O., on November 27th. The deputation was 
introduced by Sir Richard Luce, K.C.M.G., C.B., Chairman 
of the Committee, and a free discussion took place on the 
‘points which appeared to the Committee to be contributory 
to the present shortage of candidates for commissions. 

_ The following were the points to which attention was 
.chiefly drawn : 


‘1. The uncertainty that exists as regards possible 
... further reductions in personnel, pay, and pensions of 
the corps. a 
4 2. The present serious block in promotion. 

3. The lack of any provision for an increase in the 
pay of majors after eighteen years’ service and before 
the date of their promotion to lieutenant-colonel. 

4. The very insignificant increase in pensions 
accorded to majors when the general revision of pay 
and pensions took place in 1920. 

‘ 5, The importance of giving a seat upon the Army 
» Council to the Director-General. 

6. The present anomalous conditions with regard to 
specialist pay. 

7. The frequency of moves and the undue length of 
the tours of foreign service. 


Sir William Leishman expressed his pleasure at the oppor- 
tunity of meeting the deputation from the Association, and 
said that the present unpopularity of the corps was deeply 
felt not only by himself but by the War Office in general, 
and that the Army Council had recently asked him to pre- 
pare a statement on the position and to put forward sug- 
Sestions for improvements. He had done this, and his pro- 
Posals were at the moment receiving sympathetic considera- 
tion. He was thus not in a position to speak definitely on 
many of the points raised. The conclusions he had arrived 


at as to the causes of discontent were substantially the 
same as those placed before him by the deputation. 

The impression left on the deputation was that the 
Director-General was fully alive to the serious consequences 
of the present unpopularity of the corps, and was taking 
active steps to remove the grievances which have led to 
that unpopularity. 


New Zealand 
British Medical Association Conference, 1924. 

We learn from the New Zealand Medical Journal that the 
New Zealand Branch of the British Medical Association will 
hold a Conference at Auckland at the end of February and 
the beginning of March, 1924. On February 29th the 
President will receive the delegates and deliver an address, 
and on the following day Dr. William Mayo of Rochester, 
Minnesota, will give an address before the combined sections. 
The remainder of the provisional programme is as follows : 

Medical Section.—Discussions : Pneumonia, March Ist; arthritis, 
March 3rd; radiology of the chest, March 4th; diseases of children, 
March 4th. There will be a clinical meeting on March 5th. 

Surgical Section.—Discussions : Gastric surgery, March Ist; renal 
tumours, March 3rd; treatment of stiff joints, March 4th; uterine 
cancer, March 5th. A clinical meeting will be held on March 4th. 

Combined Sections.—Diséussions: Cerebral tumours, March 3rd; 
anaesthesia, March 5th. 

The programme of the Special Section has not been finally deter- 
mined yet, but papers will be read on lateral sinus thrombosis, 
with special reference to blood transfusion by the Unga method (by 
Dr. Hays of New York); on the fifth nerve in relation to diseases 
of the ear and nose (by Dr. Pulleine of Adelaide); and on chronic 
catarrhal infections of the middle ear (by Dr. F. P. Emerson of 
Philadelphia). 

On Thursday, March 6th, a final general meeting will be 


held. 


General Practitioners and the Salaries of Medical 
Officers of Health. ; 

The vital importance of general practitioners supporting 
medical officers of health in the campaign in which the 
British Medical Association is co-operating to secure ade- 
quate salaries for their members has been forcibly brought 
to notice during the past few days. One of the officers of 
the Association, interviewing a successful candidate for 
parliamentary honours at the general election on the ques- 
tion of the remuneration of panel practitioners, was told 
that £1,100 a year was a sufficient income for any medical 
practitioner, and was told as the reason for this opinion 
that the medical officer of health of the county council 
of which the candidate was a member was, after thirty 
years’ service, receiving only that amount. If this, he 
said, was enough for such a good man after such a length 
of service, it ought to suffice any practitioner. The implica- 
tion is that the lower the salary of medical officers of h ealth 
the worse the outlook of the medical practitioners in every 
form. of practice. The wise will make a note. 
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RITISH MEDICAL JouRyay 


Unofficial Pensions Panels. 

Several Divisions of the British Medical Association have 
asked for advice in regard to a request from the British 
Legion that unofficial local medical panels should be set up, 
on the lines of one established at Swansea, to examine men 
who are appealing to the House of Lords tribunal against 
the decision of the Ministry of Pensions. The matter is 
under discussion by the Ministry of Pensions Subcommittee 
of the Association, and members are requested to make no 
promises until they are advised officially on the subject 
through their Divisions. The honorary secretaries of 
Divisions will be communicated with as soon as possible. 


Official Bungling. 

In March, 1921, a medical man (Dr. X) who had recenily 
entered the employment of an Indian railway, decided to 
join the Indian Medical Service. He therefore applied for 
a commission, and after an interview with the authorities 
at Simla was told that he was accepted subject to the 
approval of the India Office. He had to give three months’ 
notice to the railway company and was told that he might 
do this. He gave the necessary notice, which expired at 
the end of June. Meanwhile, in spite of numerous letters 
to the authorities at Simla, he could get no satisfactory 
information as to the decision of the India Office, and he 
was in the awkward predicament of finding himself unem- 
ployed in India and unable to take up temporary employ- 
ment as he was daily expecting to be gazetted. It should 
be noted that he was married and had a family. Some 
months later he applied to the British Medical Association 
for assistance. The Association at once called the attention 
of the India Office to the matter, asking that the question 
of his acceptance or rejection might be settled without 
further delay, and suggesting that his commission should 
be antedated to cover the period of unemployment. The 
India Office replied that the necessary confirmation of 
acceptance had been cabled to the Government of India 
on September Ist, but in spite of this a further delay 
occurred and he was not gazetted until October 15th. In 
these circumstances Dr. X again applied to the Association, 
and as a result of its representations the India Office agreed 
to allow him his full pay for the period between the date 
of the approval of his acceptance and the date of being 
gazetted. Such a piece of bungling would be serious enough 
in any circumstances, but is all the more deplorable in a 
service which is finding it almost impossible to obtain 
European candidates. Dr. X, in thanking the Association 
for its assistance, has said that without it he feels that he 
would have been unable to obtain any redress. 


Association Notices. 
_ BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


BirmMinGHaM Brancu.—The ordinary meetings of the Bir- 
mingham Branch will be held at the Medica] Institute on 
the third Thursday in each month at 3.30 p.m. On Decem- 
ber 20th a paper on the ‘Early Diagnosis of Intracranial 
Complications of the Suppurating Ear” will be delivered by Mr. 
Musgrave Woodman. 


BirmincHam Branca: West Bromwicn Diviston.—The West 
Bromwich Divisicn will hold a clinical meeting at the Fever Hospital, 
_ Cemetery Lane, West Bromwich, on Wednesday, January 9th, 1924, 
at 3.30 p.m., when Dr. E. H. R. Harries, Medical Superintendent, 
City of Birmingham Fever Hospitals, will give a demonstration of 
the Schick test and open a discussion on Toxin-Antitoxin Immu- 
nization for Diphtheria. Members of the Dudley Division and of 
the Walsall and Lichfield Division and all non-members in the 
ee Division are invited to the meeting. Tea will be 
provided. 


East anp Nortn Lixcoty Brancu: East York Drvision.— 
The following sessional meetings have been arranged: December 
20th, Dr. J. Stanley White: Some Modern Aspects of Gland 
Therapy. January 17th, 1924: Clinical Meeting and Report on 
Representative Meeting by Dr. Denyer. February 21st, British 
Medical Association lecture. March 20th, Short Papers (Surgical, 
Medical, or Gynaecological) and Discussion. April 17th, Clinical 
Meeting. April 25th, Annual Dinner. May, Annual Meeting (date 
later). Due notice will be given of any alteration in the above 
dates. Members wishing to read papers, show clinical cases or 
ames ogg specimens, should communicate with the Honorary 

retary, Dr. Leslie Jeffcoat, 29, Albion Street, Hull, at least a 
week beforehand. 


EpinsurGH Brancnu : Soutu-Eastern Counties Division.—A meet- 
ing of the South-Eastern Counties Division will be held in the 


Technical College, Galashiels, on Wednesday, Decemb. 
and lantern demonstration on Active Movements j i 
some Surgical Conditions, . ts in relation to 

Essex Brancn : Sourn Essex Division.—Mr. F. F. Muec 
= = on : Its 

reatment, ay, Friday, December 14th, at Victori : 
Southend-on-Sea, ‘at 8.30 pm. Hospital, 

METROPOLITAN CounTIES KENSINGTON Divistoy.—A ball 
arranged by the Kensington Division in aid of the Royal Medical 
Benevolent Fund, will be held at the Kensington Town Hall 0 
Tuesday, February 5th, 1924, from 9 to 2 o’clock, under the 
patronage of H.R.H. Princess Louise, Duchess of Argyll, Music 
will be provided by the Royal Artillery Band, and there wil] be 
buffer supper. Tickets, price 1 guinea each, or six for 5 guine “4 
can be obtained from Dr. Howard Stratford (Honorary Secretary)’ 
20, Upper Phillimore Place, Kensington. . 

Merropo.itan Counties Brancn : LewisHam Diviston.—A meeting 
of the Lewisham Division will be held on Tuesday, December 18¢); 
at 8.45 p.m., at the South-Eastern Children’s Hospital, Sydenham’ 
8.E.26, under the chairmanship of Dr. James Gilchrist. Clinicaj 
evening; cases will be shown by Drs. Charsley and Gilchrist 
Members are invited to bring cases to the meeting. Oe 

Counties Brancn: SoutH Mippiesex Divistoy.—4 
meeting of the South Middlesex Division will be held at St. John’s 
Hospital, Twickenham, on Tuesday, January 22nd, 1924. 8.15 p.m. 
General business. 8.45 p.m., Diseussion: Shingles, to be opened 
by Dr. G. 8. Ewen. 9.15 p.m., Discussion: Treatment of Diabetes 
by Insulin, to be opened by Dr. H. M. Cooper. 

Nortn or Encranp Brancn.—The following is the programme for 
the scientific demonstrations at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Ney. 
castle-upon-Tyne, on Thursday, December 20th: 2.15 to 2.40 p.m, 
Dr. J. C, Spence: “‘ Nephritis in Children.” 2.45 to 3.15 p.m., Mr, 
G. G. Turner: ‘‘ Some Encouragements in Cancer Surgery.” 3.15 
to 3.45 p-m., Dr. A. MacRae: ‘“ Refraction Testing in General 
Practice.” 3.45 to 4 p.m., Tea. 4 to 4.30 p.m., Mr. S. Ritson: 
“Surgical Treatment of Gastric Ulcer.” 4.30 to 5 p.m., Dr, N, 
Maclay : ‘‘ Nasal Obstruction.” 

Sourn Brancu : BuckinGHamsuire Division.—A meeting 
of the Buckinghamshire Division will be held at the Royal Bucks 
Hospital, Aylesbury, to-day, Friday, December 14th, at 2.30 p.m, 
Agenda : Correspondence; Address by Dr. W. Gilliatt on Eclampsia; 
Nomination for Branch President. 

Surrey Brancn: Kinestoy-on-Tuames Division.—The following 
programme of meetings has been arranged: January 15th, 1924, 
Address by Mr. W. H. Trethowan, F.R.C.S., on Manipulative Sur- 
gery. February 12th, Address by Dr. C. Bolton: The Pathological 
and Clinical Types of Gastric Uleer. March 11th, Clinical Meeti 
(place and time to be announced later). May 6th, Annual Geant 
Meeting. All meetings, - when otherwise stated, will be held 
at the Surbiton Hospital (by kind permission of the staff and 
committee) at 8.45 p.m. 

Sussex Brancu : Bricuton Diviston.—The next clinical meeting 
of the Brighton Division will be held at the Sussex County Hos- 
pital on Tuaveter, December 20th, at 3.45 p.m. A general meet- 
ing of the Division will be held at the Queen’s Road Dispensary 
on Friday, December 21st, at 8.30 p.m. Agenda: Correspondence, 
report as to the proposed appointment of a woman assistant school 
doctor under the Brighton Education Committee. 

West Somerset Brancu.—A meeting of the West Somerset Branch 
will be held at Taunton on Friday, December 14th, when a British 
Medical Association lecture will be delivered by Dr. T. Cotton on 
Functional Disorders of the Heart. 

Yorxsnrre Branch: WAkEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND CASTLEFORD 
Drviston.—At the meeting of the Wakefield, Pontefract, and Casile- 
ford Division to be held at the Bull Restaurant, Westgate, Wake- 
field, on Thursday, January 17th, 1924, at 8 p.m., Dr. F. W. Eurich 
(Bradford) will deliver a lecture on Some Clinical Aspects of 
Epidemic Encephalitis (Encephalitis Lethargica). Supper will be 
provided (charge 2s. 6d.). 


Mectings of Branches and Pibisions. 


WITWATERSRAND BRANCH. 
Numerical Strength of the South African Profession. 
Tue Witwatersrand Branch of the British Medical Association 
at its regular monthly meeting held on November 15th, 1923, 
passed the following resolution : 


” 
That the statement attributed to a ‘‘ leading medical man 
published in the Johannesburg Daily Mail on November 15th, 
to the effect that South Africa can find remunerative opeanes 
for 8,000 medical practitioners, is incorrect, misleading, @ 
calculated to do a great deal of harm by encouraging 
tion to this country of medical men from overseas, and yy 
encouraging an unnecessarily large number of men in t 
country to take up the study of medicine. In the opinion. 
this Branch, South Africa is not at present in @ posite 
adequately to support more than the ee" vl 
practitioners it already has. As a matter of fact, many be 
qualified and competent medical men in South Africa e 
now find great difficulty in making both ends meet. ed (0 
It is further resolved that this resolution be forward L 
the Johannesburg Daily Mail and Star, and to the Brit 
Mepicat Journat, with the request that it be given publicity. 
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METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH : KENSINGTON DIVISION, 
Clinical Meeting. 


A cunicaL meeting of the Division, arranged by Sir William 
Willcox, was held at St. Mary’s Hospital on November 30th, 
by permission of the Committee of Management. Over fifty 
members were present. A large number of interesting cases 
were shown and demonstrated by the honorary staff of the 


Hospital. 


Sir Joun Broapsent showed a case of aortic disease, quite well 
up to four months ago; now the heart was enormously dilated, 
} A apex beat being in the anterior axillary line; there was no 
history of sudden strain. The question arose whether it was a 
case of a ruptured aortic valve. 

Sir Witt1am Wiiicox showed: (a) Two cases of sciatica, in which 
injection treatment (over many months) had failed, cured by 
removal of septic tonsils and teeth. (5b) A case of appendicular 
dyspepsia, diagnosed by w rays. The x-rays plate suggested intes- 
tinal stasis with chronic appendicitis, the only -_— being 
pain in left hypochondrium, which could be elicited by pressure 
over the appendix. (c) A case of spleno-medullary leukaemia 
with white cells 500,000, and red cells two million. Treatment con- 
sisted of two injections of 0.4 Fog of novarsenobillon, a rigor 
occurring after each injection. The white blood cells were reduced 
to 190,000, these cells showing marked degenerative changes. 

Professor Lancmeap showed a cyanosed child, the cyanosis being 
much worse in cold weather, with a murmur over the pulmonary 
area, suggesting congenital pulmonary stenosis; also, a child 
with a congenital opening in the interventricular septum. 
Professor Langmead gave in this latter case a good prognosis, 
stating he had sent such cases from special schools to ordinary 
schools with good results. 

Dr. C. M. Witson showed a diabetic child who, under insulin 
treatment, had carbohydrate tolerance very much improved, and put 
on weight. ‘The insulin injection had been reduced from 20 units 
to 5 units per diem, and the good results were maintained. 

Dr. Hope Gossze showed two cases of auricular fibrillation, 
treated with quinidine. One patient had remained free from 
trouble for fifteen months, and then had a recurrence and was 
now taking 15 minims of tinct. digitalis t.d.s. with good effect. 
Dr. A. C. Atport showed a case of pernicious anaemia treated by 
salt-free diet, with «ee results, this being shown by the greatly 
lessened fragility of the corpuscles. Mr. Duncan Firzwitiiams 
showed a case of carcinoma of the breast, and a case of hyper- 
trophy of breasts; also a deaf-mute family—deaf-mute twins of 
deaf-mute parents. 

Professor Pannett showed a case of growth in the left clavicle, 
two years after removal of microscopically non-malignant papil- 
loma of the bladder. The bladder was now found by cystoscope to 
contain malignant growth. Professor Pannett pointed out the rarity 
of metastases in bone in such cases. He showed also a case of 
malignant disease of the oesophagus in a woman, the growth 
having been removed by stages, with implantation of a flap of 
skin raised from over the clavicle to form a new oesophageal wall. 

Mr. Gorpon Bryan showed a case of acute streptococcal osteo- 
myelitis of tibia in a boy successfully treated by removal of 
bone and extension. Mr. Hiannesma-Joues showed a case of carci- 
noma of ——— removed by diathermy cautery. Dr. Granam 
Lirtte showed cases illustrating unusual varieties of rodent ulcer; 
one a case of multiple tumours, and another a case wit a hundred 
patches, simulating psoriasis. 


On the proposal of the Chairman (Dr. W. E. Fry) a warm 
vote of thanks was accorded to the honorary staff for showing 
and demonstrating the cases. 


MerropotiraN Counties Branco: SovtH Muippiesex Division, 


Ay ordinary meeting of the South Middlesex Division was held at 
St. John’s Hospital, Twickenham, on November 27th, when Dr. 
L. Lancpon-Down was in the chair. 

The come | Secretary stated that the Middlesex County 
Council was advertising for an Assistant Medical Officer, at a 
commencing salary of £550 per annum, which was below the com- 
mencing salary on the scale of the British Medical Association and 
the Society of “Medical Officers of Health. He proposed the follow- 

resolution, which was seconded by Dr. Nasu, and carried 

unanimously : 

That the South Middlesex Division, having considered the situa- 
tion arising out of the proposal of the Middlesex County Council to 
aeons an assistant medical officer at a commencing salary of 

per annum, notes that the minimum commencing salary for 
such a post as laid down by Annual Representative Meeting, 1923, 
is £600 per annum, and for reasons outlined in Annual Report of 
Council (British MepicaL JOURNAL, SUPPLEMENT. April 28th, 1923, 
Pp. 149-151) is of opinion that this minimum should be secured, and 
hey strongly recommend the Branch Council to adopt a resolution 
in this respect in accordance with Branch Council Ethical Rule 3. 


The following resolution was also carried unanimously : 

That the Branch Council be informed that the scale of salaries 
recently adopted by the Middlesex County Council for its medical 
officers differentiates between men and women carrying out similar 


duties, and that this Division urges the Branch ‘Council to take 
action in the matter. 


A suggestion by Dr. Nas that Sir Henry Gauvain might be 

ed to give a popular lecture was warmly approved by the 
members present, and the Honorary Secretary was instructed to 
Communicate with Sir Henry Gauvain to this effect. 


Dr. P, W. L. Camps opened a discussion on death certification, 
and after stating the various anomalies occurri under the 
resent system suggested that: (1) The State should pay a fee 
or death certificates. (2) The certificate should consist of two 
yeotes (a) A simple statement made by the relatives of the 
eceased. (>) A full statement furnished after a post-mortem 
examination by a pathologist. Dr. Lancpoy-Down said that the 
Oouncil of the British Medical Association had appointed a com- 
mittee to give evidence on the matter before the House of 
Parliament. Dr. Dupont said that an accurate cause of death 
could not always be given, but a working list must be available. 
Medical difficulties were great, and a more detailed report was 
needed in doubtful cases; also the body should be viewed. The 
registrar of births and deaths had no medical knowledge, and 
Dr. Dupont suggested that the medical officer of health might 
advantageously carry out this work. A mere statement of death 
might be sent to the registrar, but a medical certificate should 
be sent either to the medical officer of health or direct to the 
istrar-General and should be confidential. The meeting 
decided that notes from Dr. Camps’s paper, together with Dr. 
a suggestions, be brought to the notice of the Medica! 
re x > 
A y on the recent outbreak of small-pox was opened by 
Dr. T. Ruppocx-West. He gave a short history of the recent out- 
break, which was started by a woman who was infected in Spain 
coming to England and staying at a London hotel, This was 
followed by a brief description of the two cases which occurred 
in Surrey. Dr. Nash said that he visited Gloucester during the 
epidemic there and saw some two hundred cases. The diagnosis 
was complicated - | the fact that chicken-pox was also prevalent. 
He considered that the history, the distribution of the rash, and 
the character of the pock, were the most important points in 
diagnosis, Several other members discussed the matter. 


Norta or Branco: Norta Division. 


THe annual dinner of the North Northumberland Division was 
held on November 2ist at the Plough Hotel, Alnwick, when 
a most enjoyable evening was spent by twenty-four members 
and their guests. Among the laiter were Messrs. Turner, Maclay, 
Hedgson (Assistant Secretary of the North of England Branch 
of the British Medical Association), Willan, and Frank Wilson 
also Professor Stuart MacDonald and Drs. Wells Patterson an 
Hugh Dickie (Chairman of the Northumberland Panel Com- 
mittee). Dr. Mackay, O.M.G. (Berwick), was in the chair and 
ably responded to the toast of the British Medical Association 
roposed by Dr. Scorr. ‘‘ Our Guests’’ was proposed by Dr, 
ADCOCK, MC., and responded to by Dr. Wetts Patterson. The 
evening terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chairman, which 
was carried with acclamation. 


OranGe Free Strate AND BasvToLaND Brancu. 


A GENERAL meeting of the Orange Free State and Basutoland Branch 
was held at the National Hospital, Bloemfontein, on November Ist, 
with Dr. C. H. Browett in the chair. Arising out of the minutes 
Dr. pe Kock reported that the deputation to the town council 
regard Belmont Hospital had failed to achieve a definite 
result. 

Dr. pe Kock, in opening a discussion on parasites, based his 
remarks on the report issued by the Institute of Medical Research, 
He laid stress on the prevalence of tapeworm infestation of the 
white and native population, and of bladder worm infestation of 
cattle. He also stated the position with regard to Tacnia echino- 
coccus in dogs, and the occurrence of hydatid cyst in the human 
being. He then reviewed the measures that could be taken to 
check this prevalence, and advocated above all the tracing and 
treatment of the tapeworm carrier on the farms sending measly 
meat to the abattoirs; a proceeding which, though expensive, he 
considered quite practicable. Other suggestions were the compul- 
sory notification of tapeworm, the disposal by the local authority 
of condemned meat, and the issue of instructive leaflets to farmers 
and others. 

Dr. Ve.tacorr read a paper on the occurrence and treatment. of 
hydatid. He referred to the source of the infestation, commentin 
on the danger of eating raw lettuce and watercress ; he deprecate 
the indiscriminate issuing of dog licences, and thought that the 
number of dogs kept by natives might be limited. He was under 
the impression that hydatid was occurring more frequently of recent 
years, and no part or organ of the body seemed immune. The only 
effective treatment was surgical, and he described the operative pro- 
cedure. He commented on the long and often trying convalescence 
and the frequency with which he had encountered recurrence of the 
cysts in various situations in the same individual. — } 

Dr. Usmar discussed the treatment of Taenia solium and Taenia 
saginata and emphasized the advantage of enforcing starvation 
for twenty-four hours before administerin, male fern, which should 
be prepared afresh for each patient. e did not consider there 
was any better purgative to give before the male fern than castor 
oil: he had observed no ill effect from increased absorption of 
male fern. In the treatment of threadworms he had had his best 
results from administration of santonin by the mouth with enemata 
of quassia. After an interesting discussion, in which everyone 
present took part, the following motion was carried : 

“ i recates the prevalence of parasitic infesta: 
> the suggested by the Institute 
of Medical Research, and if these are carried out the members will 


be pleased to co-operate” 


\ 


| 
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General Medical Council. [ontrisn 


GENERAL COUNCIL 


}EDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION. 
WINTER SESSION, 1923. 


(Concluded from p. 265.) 


Epvucation CoMMITTEE. 

Dr. J. Y. Mackay reported that an application had been 
received from the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland for 
the recognition of its preliminary examination for the 
purposes of the registration of medical students. It was 
stated that a considerable number of pharmaceutical 
chemists took up medical studies at an age long past their 
school age. His Commitee had resolved that this examina- 
tion could only be recognized provided it was accepted by 
one of the English Universities in lieu of their entrance 
or matriculation examination. The Committee had also 
considered the minimum age at which it was desirable to 
admit persons of mature years to matriculation under 
exceptional conditions, and had resolved that it was desir- 
able that the age of 21 should be regarded as the minimum. 

Sir Isamparp Owen said that he did not differ from this 
resolution, but he was not clear as to how far the Council’s 
authority could extend in this respect. The PRes1DENT 
said that the resolution could only be placed before the 
universities as the advisable course to pursue in the 
interests of uniformity. 

Dr. Mackay also reported that since the last session the 
registration of 116 medical students and 47 dental students 
had been antedated. 


PHARMACOPOEIA COMMITTEE. 

Sir Nestor Tirarp introduced the report of the 
Pharmacopoeia Committee, which referred to a com- 
munication from the Privy Council submitting the 
draft of an Order in Council under the Dangerous Drugs 
Act setting out particulars to be stated on the label of 
preparations containing poisons. The Committee had replied 
that there did not appear to be anything in the draft to 
which the Council would take exception, provided that it 
was made clear that medicines supplied to a patient by or 
on the prescription of a duly qualified medical practitioner 
were not affected by the new Order. The Committee had 
also considered a communication from the Privy Council 
enclosing a draft proposing certain changes in the schedule 
of poisons appended to the Pharmacy Acts, and to this the 
Committee had replied that the proposed changes were 
desirable, but had made verbal suggestions for the sake of 
greater clearness. 

Mr. E. B. Turner said that he was very pleased to note 
the reply of the Committee with regard to the labelling of 
the preparations containing poisons. Another Committee 
of which he was chairman had taken up the same line, and 
had asked that it might be made quite clear that the draft 
could not be legally interpreted to include medicines 
supplied to a patient by or on the prescription of a 
qualified medical man. 


EXAMINATION CoMMITTEE. 

Sir NorMAaN WALKER gave an oral report of the work of 
the Examination Committee. The Committee had been 
looking into the matter of the considerable variations 
from year to year in the percentage of rejections by the 
various bodies. Most striking differences were sometimes 
observed, as to which a report would be circulated to 
members of the Council, and he hoped that those who 
represented universities and other licensing bodies would 
put them frankly before the dean or similar official, and 
obtain such explanations as there might be for, as an 
example, a drop from 50 per cent. of rejections in one year 
to 20 per cent. in the next year. The Committee had 
been asked for a clearer definition of the nineteen 
months which were required to cover the Final Examina- 
tion; its opinion was that this period meant nineteen 
months from the date of the first pass in the Final—that 
is to say, if a man had passed in medicine and not in 


surgery and midwifery, he must complete his passes jn 
these other subjects within nineteen months of his pass in 
medicine, 


Pusric HeattH MartTerRs. 


Sir Joun ‘Moore submitted the report of the Public 
Committee on business transacted » noe the last pro 
the request of the Director of Medical Services, Dublin, the 
Committee agreed to recommend an extension of Rule 3 of the 
resolutions and rules for diplomas in public health now in force 
to cover a certificate given by the Assistant Director of Medical 
Services in charge of sanitation of the Irish Free State Arm 
or the commandant in charge of the School of Sanitation 
Curragh Camp. The rule as it stood provided that a certificate 
might be given by a sanitary staff officer of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps having charge of an army corps, district 
command, or division. It was stated that both the officers 
whom it was proposed to include among those who could give 
certificates had their diploma of public health, and were engaged 
at present in giving a month’s course of instruction in sanita- 
tion to all medical officers belonging to the service. The only 
other matter mentioned in the report was a question with 
regard to the exemptions granted to two candidates for the 
diploma in public health by the English Conjoint Board, 
A satisfactory reply had been received in these two cases, but 
the Committee recommended that in future no exemption to 
the rules for the diploma in public health should be granted 
except by the General Medical Council. 

Sir John Moore added that as it seemed desirable that 
there should be a very close watch on the carrying out of 
the new regulations, and that quite possibly questions might 
crop up as to the meaning of several of them, the committee 
had instructed Sir George Newman and himself to deal with 
these matters as they arose. 

The report was approved. 


RemMovat or NAME AT PRACTITIONER’S REQUEST. 


The Council acceded to a request by Joseph McDonnell, 
registered as of Roscommon, L.R.C.S.Edin. 1864, L.R.C.P. 
Edin. 1864, L.M. 1879, K.Q.C.P.Irel., for removal of his name 
from the Medical Register on the ground of having ceased to 
practise. The three licensing bodies concerned had no objec- 
tion, provided that the removal was done with the practitioner's 
knowledge and consent. 


DeEntTAL BusINEss. 


The Council considered two disciplinary cases referred to it 
from the Dental Board, the Board having in each case found 
that the name ought to be erased from the Dentists Register. 

One was the case of Stuart Christopher Nicoll, of High Street, 
Newport, Mon., ‘‘ Dentist, 1921,’’ who had been convicted at New- 
port on July 6th, 1923, of theft and sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment with hard labour. The other was that of Thomas 
William Cook, of Walworth Road, London, S.E., ‘‘ Dentist, 1921,” 
who had been convicted at the London Sessions on April 10th, 1923, 
of “ receiving ’’? and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment in the 
second division. Neither of the defendants was present. 

The Council, after hearing the facts in each case, decided 
that both names should be erased from the Dentists Register. 


Japanese Dental Qualifications. 

Sir James Hopspon submitted the report of the Dental 
Education and Examination Committee, the principal matter 
in which related to the admission of Japanese dentists duly 
registered in Japan to the British foreign list. In 1918 the 
Japanese Embassy made a request that Japanese dentists 
should be so admitted. The recognition of the Japanese 
Register en bloc was not granted, but the diplomas granted 
by two dental colleges in Japan—Tokyo and ,Nihon—were 
recognized as admitting to the foreign list. The Japanese 
Embassy had now written to say that it was the desire of the 
Japanese Government to make arrangements with regard to 
the registration of dentists in the United Kingdom similar. to 
those made with regard to medical practitioners—namely, that 
graduates of any Government or prefectural special dental 
colleges or of any private special dental colleges designated by 
the Minister of Education of the Japanese Government should 
be entitled to be registered without further examination in 
this country. The Japanese Government would submit to the 
Council every year a complete list of all qualified dental 
colleges, and if the college from which an applicant graduated 
was included in the list it was hoped that the Council would 
recognize the applicant as entitled to be registered, and if the 
college was not included would refer the matter to the Embassy 
for further inquiry. 

The Dental Committee recommended that the degree of 


Bachelor of Medicine in the Dental Division of the Tokyo’ 
Imperial University and the degree of Bachelor of Dental 
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Surgery of the Osaka Professional School of Dental Surgery 
should be recognized as entitled to registration on the foreign 
list, and that the description of the degrees of the Tokyo and 
Nihon Professional Schools of Dental Surgery, which were 
recognized in 1918, should be amended from ‘‘ Doctor” to 
“ Bachelor.’”’ The Council adopted this recommendation. 

Mr. Gitmour drew attention to the possibility of miscon- 
ception arising from the use of the letters ‘‘ L.D.S.’’ or some 
similar letters as an abbreviated description of a foreign 
qualification. The Prestpent said that the matter did not 
arise on the report before the Council, but undoubtedly it was 
extremely desirable that the Council itself should prescribe 
what abbreviations of qualifications should be used in this 


country. 
Discrpuinary In QUIRIES. 


Lax Certification, 

The Council considered the case of John Christie Forbes, 
LR.C.P., L.R.C.S., of Mayfield Road, Edinburgh, who was sum- 
moned on the charge that on numerous occasions he had permitted 
his clerk, Mrs. Wyman, to sign in his name and issue certificates 

uired for National Health Insurance purposes, and that in 
many cases he had not examined the patient, although this was 
so stated on the certificates. There was also a charge relating to 
the issue in a similar way of three paar 

The case was reported by the Scottish Board of Health. Dr. 
Forbes was represented by Dr. W. G. Manson of Edinburgh. 

The Council’s solicitor said that the present charge arose out of 
a complaint made under the National Insurance Act regulations, 
which was followed by an inquiry by the Scottish Board of Health. 
The complaint related not only to the signing of certificates by the 
defendant’s clerk, but also to the signing by her on three occasions 
of orders for prescriptions for an insured person who had not 
been first seen or examined by the practitioner. In a large 
number of the cases brought forward Dr, Forbes stated that the 
documents had not been signed by him, and with regard to 
others he said that he knew nothing about them at all, as he was 
ill at the time, and these, consequently, were withdrawn from the 
inquiry. The Council was concerned with those that remained— 
namely, 74 certificates, given to five insured persons. 

Mr. Manson said that Dr. Forbes had been in practice in 
Edinburgh since 1896. During the war he volunteered for the 
front, where his health gave way, and he came back to find his 
practice gone. In 1918, with the assistance of certain friends, he 
purchased an insurance practice with a list at that time of 1,500, 
which, increased to 3,000. Owing to his largely increasing practice 
he had a very large number of lene to sign. Dr. Forbes’s health 
was not good; he was confined to the house for two or three 
periods and got a locumtenent to take his place, but the locum- 
tenent also went sick with influenza and had to give up. It was 
on this occasion that the first of the certificates which figured in 
the complaint was signed. Dr. Forbes had throughout taken up 
the position that he did not know that the certificates had been 
signed by his clerk. She knew the practice well, and took it upon 
herself to sign the certificates without drawing Dr. Forbes’s atten- 
tion to the fact. 

The President drew Dr. Forbes’s attention to the Council’s 
Warning Notice with regard to the issue of certificates. 

_In reply to a question by Dr. Bolam, Dr. Forbes said that the 
inquiry under the Insurance Act regulations was held on July 5th, 
the notice to him that an inquiry was to be held was dated May 
l4th, 1923, and this was the first intimation he had that his con- 
duct was likely to be called into question, The President said 
that the certificates all seemed to refer to dates not later than 
the end of 1922. Dr. Bolam further asked whether there was any 
mechanism in Scotland whereby officers appointed by the Board of 
Health would see and discuss matters oF this sort with practi- 
tioners. Dr. Forbes said that he had had no communication with 
any officer previous to the complaint being brought. Asked b 

the President whether he had on any occasion instructed his cler 

to give certificates, Dr. Forbes replied in the negative. The Presi- 
dent asked how it was she came to take upon herself so serious a 
responsibility. Dr. Forbes said that she did not think she was 
doing any harm; she did not realize the responsibility she was 
throwing upon him. He himself was so busy with urgent cases 
that he feared he had not paid sufficient attention to the long- 
standing chronic ones. The President asked Dr. Forbes whether 
he was not aware that these —- of his would be requiring 
certificates. Dr. Forbes said that he had no doubt been remiss, 
but he added that no harm had been done to any patient. Asked 
whether his clerk was still in his employment, he replied that she 
was not; she remained with his former partner after the partner- 
ship was dissolved. The President drew attention to the three 
Prescriptions which the clerk had issued and had signed in the 
Practitioner’s name, and to the fact that the prescriptions were 
rather elaborate. Dr. Forbes said that this took place durin 

by a epidemic, and what the clerk had done was overlooked 


The Council deliberated in private, The President 
announced its decision as follows : 


Mr. Forbes: I have to inform you that the Council have given 
v 

careful consideration to the — brought against you one to the 
eridonce produced in support of them. They have found that the facts 
ae against you have been proved to their satisfaction; that the 
= Micates in question were given in a lax and careless manner, and 
it In effect inaccurate, misleading and improper. The Council regard 
a at in the giving of such certificates as a very grave matter, which 
oth result in consequences injurious to the insured person and to 
= 2 and that it is worthy of severe censure. But, in order that 

_May have time to reconsider your position in this matter, they 


have decided to postpone pronouncing judgment until the May Session 
of next year, when you will be called upon to appear before the Council 
once more. You will be required before that date to send to the 
Registrar the names of two or three of your professional brethren whe 
will be prepared to certify as to your character and conduct in the 
interval. You will in due course receive a formal written intimation of 
— and of the dates when you will be required to attend 


ConcLupING PRocEEDINGS. 

All the reports of Committees were approved, and the 
Council rose after according a vote of thanks to its 
President. Sir Donatp MacAuister said that, although 
he had begun the session labouring under physical weak- 
ness, the business had stimulated him, and he felt very 
much better. 


Insurance. 


THE COURT OF INQUIRY. 


TERMS OF REFERENCE. 


Tue Minister of Health has approved the following 
terms of reference for the Court of Inquiry set up in 
connexion with the terms of remuneration fer the 
insurance medical service after January 1st next: 


“To inquire and report to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment what should be the amount of the capitation fee 
(per insured person per annum) on the basis of which 
the Central Practitioners Fund under Article 19 of the 
National Health Insurance (Medical Benefit) Regula- 
tions, 1924, should be calculated as from the Ist 
January, 1924, so as to afford adequate remuneration 
for the time and service to be given by general 
practitioners under the conditions set out in these 
Regulations, in connexion with the medical attend- 
ance and treatment of insured persons, due regard 
being had to the service in fact rendered under the 
Regulations hitherto in force. 

‘‘ This capitation fee is not to include any payment 
in respect of the supply of drugs and appliances (such 
payment being made out of the Drug Fund under 
Article 24 of the Regulations), or any payments to 
meet the special conditions of practice in rural and 
semi-rural areas.’’ 

The Court of Inquiry is composed as follows: Mr. 
T. R. Hughes, K.C., Chairman of the Bar Council 
(Chairman); Mr. F. C. Goodenough, Chairman of 
Barclay’s Bank; and Sir Josiah Stamp, K.B.E., 
D.Sc. The Secretary to the Court will be Mr. R. H. 
Crooke, Ministry of Health, Whitehall, 8.W.1. 

The Insurance Acts Committee has entrusted the 
preparation and presentation of the case for insur- 
ance medical practitioners to Drs. Brackenbury, Bone, 
Cardale, Dain, and Williams-Freeman, together with 
the Medical Secretary and Deputy Medical Secretary ; 
they have been instructed to secure the advice of 
counsel in the preparation of the case. It is under- 
stood that the inquiry will be public. 


TERMS OF SERVICE. 
Tue following letter has been received from the Ministry 
of Health in reply to the British Medical Association’s 
letter of December 3rd, published in last week’s Supe e- 


MENT at page 266. 


aie am directed by the Minister of Health to refer to 
your letter of the 3rd instant, with regard to the proposed 
changes in the Medical Benefit Regulations. In reply I am to 


state as follows : 


December 7th, 1923. 


Medical List. 

The Minister has no objection to providing that where the 
Insurance Committee decides to include the name of an assistant 
in the Medical List, the list shall indicate the name of the 
principal by whom the assistant is employed, and a suitable 
addition will be made to Article 4 (2) (d) of the Regulations. 


| 
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Removal of Insured Persons from Doctors’ Lists. 

In view of the representations of your Committee, the Minister 
is prepared to agree to the insertion of the words “if any’ 
in Article 15 (1) (h) of the Regulations, and paragraph 6 of 
the Terms of Service. It must be understood, however, that 
the insertion of these words is not to be taken as committing 
the Minister to the approval of schemes in which there is no 
provision for avoiding hardship of the kind in question. If 
any such scheme were submitted the question of whether it 
afforded in the view of the Minister adequate protection for 
insured persons would need full consideration. 


Removal of Names from Doctors’ Lists, 

It is not clear from this paragraph of your letter what altera- 
tion of Article 18 (2) is desired by your Committee, and I am 
in this connexion to refer you to the letter addressed to you 
on the 11th May, 1923. In view of the necessity of making 
the regulations at the earliest possible date, it is not prac- 
ticable at this date to amend the terms of Article 18 (2), but 
I am to suggest that the matter might in the first place be 
discussed informally at this office with one or two representa- 
tives of your Committee. If, as the result of that discussion, 
any particular modification of the Article is found to be desir- 
= e, a amendment will be undertaken at the first opportunity 
thereafter. 


Central Practitioners’ and Mileage Funds. 

It will be remembered that at the time when the correspond- 
ing Article of the Medical Benefit Regulations, 1920, was 
drafted, it was contemplated that it would normally be possible 
to estimate the amount of these central pools for any year before 
the beginning of the year, and the proviso to that Article was 
accordingly in the first instance limited in its application to 
the year 1920. The abnormal conditions which have prevailed 
since that date have made this procedure, as you are aware, 
impossible to realize and the Article has been modified to corre- 
spond with the actual position. Words will, however, be added 
to the proviso enabling the provisional determination to be made 
before the beginning of the year where circumstances permit of 
this being done. 


Supplementary Grant. 

The Minister does not understand your Committee to suggest 
that Article 21 of the Regulations should be wholly deleted, 
but only that the reference to supplementary grant in that 
Article and elsewhere should be replaced by some other form 


of words which does not imply a division into two portions. 


of the moneys available for the provision of medical benefit. If 
.this is the intention of your Committee the Minister is pre- 
pared to accept the proposal. — 


Medical Service Subcommittee, 

The Minister is prepared to include under Article 27 (1) of 
the Regulations, a provision authorising the appointment of 
deputies to act when required in the place of the persons prim- 
arily appointed to the Medical Service Subcommittee. Any 
change of this kind would have to be applicable to the represen- 
tatives of insured persons of the Medical Service Subcommittee 
as well as to the medical representatives. With regard to Article 
28 (1), the Minister is advised that the requirement that the 
practitioner should be informed, within six weeks of the event, 
of the precise nature of the allegations made against him, is 
not one which could be suitably dealt with in the Regulations, 
but he is prepared to recommend Insurance Committees to adopt 
a rule which will safeguard the interests of the practitioner in 
this respect. 


Consultation with Medical Officer. 

The Minister has already — an undertaking to your Com- 
mittee that wherever possible not less than forty-eight hours’ 
notice will be given by the Regional Medical Officer to the 
practitioner in all cases in which a report is asked for on 
Form R.M.2. The Minister is prepared to repeat this under- 
taking, but he is unable to meen the proposal of your Com- 
mittee that the notice of forty-eight hours should be specificially 

rovided for in the rule. This might give rise to serious admin- 
istrative difficulty and might seriously delay the prompt disposal 
of cases referred for examination to the serious prejudice of the 
insured person and the Approved Societies. he Minister 
is, however, prepared to give an assurance that, in cases of 
urgency in which the practitioner is requested to return the 
report within a shorter time, he will not be penalised if it is 
in fact returned within forty-eight hours, this period of forty- 
eight hours being construed to mean that the report should be 
dispatched so as to reach the Regional Medical Officer in the 
normal course of post not later than forty-eight hours from 
the time at which the Form R.M.2 would reach the prac- 
titioner in the normal course of post—e.g., if the Form R.M.2 
is posted so as to reach the practitioner by the first post on 


day sg morning, he would be required to dispatch the re 
time to reach the Regional Medical Officer by the first post 
on the ve Thursday. Even where the practitioner ails 
to return the form within i. hours any reasonable 
explanation of the failure would be accepted as in cases of 
failure hitherto. 


Certification 

e Minister is prepared to accept the suggested amen 
that the words = desired by tthe person 
be replaced in Rules 4 and 5. With regard to Rule 7 (4) the 
Minister will have no objection to altering the draft so as to 
read ‘‘ and may for that purpose make use of arrangements for 
stamping to be made by the Committee with the approval of the 
Minister.” Since the rules were drafted attention has been 
drawn to a possible difficulty which may occur in the interpre. 
tation of the word “first” at the beginning of Rule 3. thi 
might be read to mean that if an insured person who is jp. 
capable of work, but who does not ask for a First Certificatg 
at the time of the first examination, subsequently applies to the 
doctor for a certificate, the doctor will be precluded under th 
rules by the word “‘ first’ from issuing a certificate when he 
next sees the patient, even though such certificate had reference 
only to the subsequent examination. In the view of the 
Minister, there is no reason why a First Certificate should not 
be issued at any time during the course of illness, dated so as 
to refer to the examination which takes place at the time it was 
issued—e.g., that if a person becomes incapable of work on a 
Monday and does not ask for a certificate until Wednesday 
the practitioner should be able to issue a certificate dated for 
the Wednesday. If he desires to issue a certificate referring to 
the previous Monday, it must take the form of a Voluntary 
Certificate. In the circumstances it is proposed to omit the 
word ‘first’? in Rule 3 of the Certification Rules, and the 
Minister assumes that your Committee will not have any objec. 
tion to this being done. 

With regard to Rule 16 of the Certification Rules, it is 
thought that your Committee are under some misapprehension 
as to the effect of the rule. It is not intended, nor does the 
rule suggest, that the practitioner should be under any obliga- 
tion to inquire what Societies provide additional benefits and 
the nature of those benefits. The Rule states that the certifi- 
cate need only be given if asked for by the patient, and if the 
Society has informed the practitioner that a particular form 
of treatment is available for their members as an additional 
benefit. In order to make the rule more clear it is proposed 
that the words ‘“‘ in any case in which he has been informed ” 
should be substituted for ‘‘and the cost of which he is 
informed.’’ Under such a rule it would be clear that the 
doctor’s obligation to indicate a course of treatment outside 
the scope of medical benefit which he thought advisable 
would arise in those cases only in which he has received a 
request from the patient to make such a suggestion, accom- 
panied with a statement by the Society that a of the 
cost of such treatment is included among their additional 
benefits. 

The objection raised by your Committee Ye thus met, the 
Minister trusts that they will recognize that the arrangement 
contemplated will put a less burdensome obligation on the 
doctor than that originally proposed by them, and that they 
will have no further difficulty in accepting an arrangement 
which the Minister regards as of considerable value to m- 
sured persons who are members of Societies that are able to 
give additional benefits of the kind in question. Your Com- 
mittee will, it is hoped, appreciate the importance of securing, 
as far as possible, that the limited sums available for these 
purposes are so applied as to benefit first those who are in 
greatest need, and it is obviously in the interest of the patient 
that he should have the benefit of the advice of the doctor m 
attendance. : 

With regard to Rule 18 it is proposed to substitute for the 
words ‘‘ otherwise than ’’ the words “‘ unless such treatment is 
being obtained.” This would appear to remove any possible 
mbiguity. 

” With et to the last paragraph of your letter, the Minister 
will be prepared to instruct Insurance Committees that the 
first supply of new books of medical certificates to practi- 
tioners should be issued, ready stamped, the question w +> 
subsequent supplies of the forms should be stamped by 

Committee being dependent upon a request to that effect from 
the practitioner. Practitioners who desire to stamp the <— 
themselves will be supplied with the necessary stamp, etc., by 
the Insurance Committee. = = 

The Minister trusts that in view 
given your Committee are prepare 
Regulations, as it is desired to publis 
possible date. 


of the explanations now 
d to accept the revis 
h the draft at the earliest 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) L, G. Brock. 
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To this letter the Medical Secretary of the British 
Medical Association has sent the following reply : 


December 10th, 1923. 

Dear Sir, 

In reference to your letter of the 7th inst., I am 
instructed to make the following comments : 

The Committee understands that the agreement on the part 
of the Minister to insert the words ‘if any’”’ in Article 
15 (1) (h) does not commit the Minister to the approval of 
schemes in which there is no provision for avoiding hardships 
of the kind in question. The Committee would, however, wish 


‘the Minister to have full regard to its opinicn that, in most, 


if not all, cases the requirements of paragraph 6 of the Terms 
of Service will in themselves prevent any such hardship. 

The amendment desired in Article 18 (2) is the addition of 
such words as, in the opinion of the legal advisers to the 
Ministry, will result in the statutory requirements in this con- 


_nexion being observed by Approved Societies and Insurance }. 


Committees. The Committee cannot conceive of any objection 
on the part of the Ministry at once to make this regulation 
consistent with the Acts. , 

The Committee desires that Articles 19 and 21 should be 
altered in the way indicated in the Minister’s letter. 

The Committee is very dissatisfied with the present form 
of the second paragraph of Article 28 oe it understood 
that the Ministry agreed, on September h, that the word- 
ing should be made more precise. The Committee appreciates 
that it might be unsuitable to deal in this regulation with the 
notice to be given by the clerk to the practitioner, and notes 
that the Ministry will deal with this very important point in 
another way. The Committee wishes, however, still to press for 
some strengthening of the words of this regulation. It does 
not ask that the words ‘‘ the precise nature of the allegation ”’ 
shall be used, but suggests that the words might be “‘ definitely 
stating particulars of the matter” instead of “stating the 
substance of the matter.” 

With reference to paragraph 9 (12) (a) of the Terms of 
Service, the Committee, while accepting the Minister’s assur- 
ance as to procedure, still considers it unsatisfactory that there 
should be imposed on the practitioner an unqualified obligation 
which the Minister admits it would be unreasonable to enforce. 
The Committee, therefore, still desires that the words ‘‘ not 
being less than forty-eight hours’ should be inserted, while 
at the same time it expresses its confidence that practitioners 
would do their best to facilitate the work of the Medical 
Officers in cases where a shorter notice was, in fact, given. 

The Committee has no objection to the omission of the 
word ‘‘ first ’’ at the beginning of Rule 3. 

The Committee still definitely presses for the deletion of 
Rule 16. The Committee was quite willing for the provision 
on the certificate forms of an appropriate place in which the 
practitioner should indicate to his patient his opinion that he 
would benefit by certain additional treatment or help. This 
would have applied to every case alike on the initiative of the 
practitioner himself; it would have facilitated the provision 


of such treatment or help where possible; and it might have 


been used to ascertain how far the provision for such additional 
requirements was lacking in connexion with National Health 
arrangements. This offer not having been accepted, the Com- 
mittee is unable to accept, as an additional obligation on prac- 
titioners, the giving of such a certificate in certain cases only, 
after communications have been received from particular 
societies or branches thereof. At the same time, the Committee 
has no doubt that practitioners generally will be glad to facili- 


_ tate the obtaining of any such additional treatment or help by 
. their patients without having it imposed upon them as an 


obligation. 
_ The Committee accepts the suggested alteration in the word- 
ing of Rule 18. Yours faithfully, 
To the Secretary, ALFRED Cox, 
Ministry of Health. Medical Secretary. 


Correspondence. 


Excessive Prescribing. 

Sin,—Dr. William Semple Young, in the SuppLement to the 
British Mepican Journat of December Ist, says he regrets 
that your SS have treated his letter, which 
appeared in the Supprement of October 27th, as a general 
attack on chemists’ charges, which it was never intended to be. 
I reply that I treated his letter as an attack on the whole 
fundamental structure of the existing scheme for providing 
medicinal remedies for the sick insured, which it was. And 
I resisted that attack in my letter published in the SuPpPLE- 
MENT of November 10th. I will not misuse your space in 
either vain or humble repetition. But as Dr. Young has 
renewed his attack please ailiow me a few fresh words on one 
or two points of interest connecting him and me. 


Dr. Young says tap water should not be charged for, 
though he acknowledges the fact that rates have to be paid 
on it and that some dispensing care is needed in adding it. 
He also knows that the charge is officially recognized in ‘* the 
best bargain possible ’’ which he admits the chemist is entitled 


‘to make. My “ very poor argument ” that if you take $d. off 


here you must put it on there seems sufficient for the occasion. 
Let this principle be applied in the case of stock pills or of 
any other item, and again my “‘ very poor argument ”’ will be 
found sufficient for the occasion. I say that my ‘‘ very poor 
argument ”’ is the very essence of ‘‘ the best bargain possible ”’ 
admitted by Dr. Young as legitimate and denied as illegitimate 
almost in the same breath. How can he find fault with the 
charge for tap water and the dispensing fees for stock pills, 
which form part of ‘‘ the best bargain possible,’ and at the 


same time say that the ordinary scale of dispensing fees, 


which is also part of this bargain, is quite legitimate? Does 
he mean to say that chemists are to be allowed to make the 
best bargain possible as regards the ordinary scale but not as 
-regards the items here particularized ? 

_ Now, the gist of the matter seems to be this. Dr. Young 
finds that some of his colleagues have exceeded the 1s. 10d., 
and that the dispensing fees approximate to the cost of the 
drugs in these cases. He also finds that the — of 
dispensing fees has increased and not decreased as a result 
of concentrated prescribing of simple remedies; that the dis- 
pensing fees for stock pills and for ‘‘ made-up ”’ pills are the 
same; and that the charge for tap water is the same as for 
distilled water. Therefore, he concludes, it is a bad system 
which makes the doctor responsible for this state of affairs, 
and it must be altered. This idea is persisted in even after it 
has been pointed out by those in a position to know that there 
are comparatively few doctors in Scotland who overstep the 
1s. 10d., and that of those few none is known to have been in 
excess through the above mentioned causes alone. Dr. Young’s 
cases would therefore appear to be peculiar. That suggests 
a local remedy, not a universal one. In any case the universal 
change suggested by Dr. Young—namely, that the doctor and 
the chemist should be responsible for drugs and for dis- 
pensing fees respectively—would be inoperable so long as the 
drug fund was limited. I think, therefore, I am justified in 
continuing to treat the proposal as an attack on the whole 
fundamental structure of the existing scheme for providing 
medicinal remedies for the sick insured.—I am, etc., — 

J. Bert Wacker, L.R.C.P.Edin., 
Member, Ayr Burgh Panel and 


Ayr, Dec. 7th. Insurance Committees. 


Mabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
SuRGEON Lieutenant F. G. Hunt has been promoted to the rank ot 


Surgeon Lieutenant-Commander. 
‘Senpenn Lieutenants G. L. Stanley to the Malaya; F. C. H. Homer to 


ld ommissioning. 
—. CE. Roach-Smith, J. Wolstencroft, and T. C. H. Neil have 


entered as Surgeon Lieutenants and have been appointed to Haslar 
Hospital for course. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 
Colonel E. B. Knox retires on retired pay. 
Colonel J. Matthews, D.S.O., retires on retired pay, November 17th, 
1923. (Substituted for notification in the London Gazette, November 16th, 


. A. Rodd, from the half-pay list, is restored to the establishment, 


Captain W. L. Partridge, M.C., retires, receiving a gratuity. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL 
ron Leaders P. T. Rutherford, O.B.E., is grant a rmanen 
oe in the rank stated; R. W. Ryan to Headquarters, rak. 
Flight Lieutenants C. P. Barber, B. F. Haythornthwaite, and C. A. 
Lindup to Headquarters, India; J. K. R. Landells to Headquarters, 
Palestine; J. J. Walsh to Headquarters, Egypt; F. J. Murphy to No. 1 
School of Technical Training (Boys), Halton, on transfer to Home 
i nt. 
Earring Officers R. W. White to R.A.F. Hospital, Cranwell; J. G. Russell, 
C. V. D. Rose, and G. Clark to Headquarters, Irak, . 
J. M. Bourke is granted a short service commission with effect from, 
and with seniority of, November 19th, 1925. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
. Herrington, having attaine e age limit, is reti an 
of Major. (The notification tain E. W. 
Herrington printed in the London Gazette of September 7th, 1923, is 
e "Fk 4 Ayre-Smith resigns his commission and retains the rank of 
Major, with permission to wear the prescribed uniform, ~ 
The announcement regarding ©. Moxey which appeared in the 
London Gazette of January 9th, 1923, is cancelled. 
Major (Prov.) J. Paton is confirmed in his rank, 
Captain R. C. Clarke, 0.B.E., to be Major. 
Captain O. Teichman, D.S.0., M.C., to be Major Speen 
Lieutenant M. D. Mackenzie is restored to the establishment. 
To be Lieutenants: W. B. McCall with precedence as from March 10th, 
1923 (substituted for notification in the London Gazette, October 2nd, 


1923); E. L. Hancock. 
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CERTIFYING 


Dec. 15, 1923] Association Intelligence and Diary. 


VACANCIES. 


BeLGRAveE FOR CHILDREN, Clapham Road, S.W.9.—Assistant 
Physician. Honorarium 50 guineas per annum. 

BraprorD Royal InrirMaRy.—Pathologist. Salary £500 with bonus of £100 
for the first two years. : 

BrisToL GENERAL HospitaL.—Senior Resident Medical Officer (male). Salary 
£250 per annum, 

Cancer HospitaL, Fulham Road, S.W.3.—House-Surgeon. Salary £100 per 
annum, 

COLONIAL SERVICE.—Three Assistant Government Medical Officers for British 
Guiana, Salary £500 per annum, rising to £700. 

Devon MenTAL HospitaL, Exminster.—Third Assistant Medical Officer. 
Salary £300 per annum, rising to £350. 

EaSTBOURNE : PRINCESS ALICE MEMORIAL House-Surgeon 
(male, unmarried). Appointment for six months. Salary at the rate 
of £175 per annum. If appointment is extended, salary £200 per annum. 

FLEEYWOOD URBAN AND Port Sanitary DistricTs.—Medical Officer. Salary 
(combined) £187 per annum, 

Hastings: East Sussex MHospirat.—(1) Honorary Physician; 
(2) Honorary Surgeon. 

HosPitaL FOR SICK CHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.—Biochemist, 
Salary £600 per annum. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE BRANCH ReD Cross SocieTy.—Medical Practitioner to 
lecture on First Aid. 

Lonpon Lock Hospitat, 91, Dean Street, W.1.—Clinical Assistantships in 
the Out-patients’ Department. . 

MANCHESTER RoyaL Eye HospitaL.—House-Surgeon. 

Mipp.esex County CounciL.—Third Resident Medical Officer at the County 
(Tuberculosis) Sanatorium, Harefield. Salary £400 per annum. 

MINISTRY OF PENSIONS.—Two Junior Medical Officers at the Highbur. 
Group of Hospitals, Moseley, Birmingham (unmarried). Salary £380 
per annum each. 

NORTHAMPTON GENERAL HosPitaL.—(1) Honorary Surgeon to take charge of 
the Ear, Nose, and Throat Department. (2) House-Surgeon, unmarried; 
salary £150 per annum. 

OLDHAM RoyaL InFiRMARY.—(1) House-Surgeon to Women’s and Children’s 
Wards, (2) House-Surgeon to Men’s Wards. Salary £200 per annum. © 
PADDINGTON BoarD oF GuARDIANS.—Resident Assistant Medical Officer at the 

Hospital. Salary £327 12s. per annum, 

PertH ROYAL InFIRMARY.—Junior (male) Resident Medical Officer. Salary 
£150 per annum. 

PiyMouTH RoyaL Eye INFIRMARY.—Honorary Anaesthetist. 

RomrorD RuraLt District CounciL.—Medical Officer for Maternity and 
— Welfare Centre. Salary £1 lls. 6d. per weekly meeting of two 

ours, 

SEAMEN’s HospitaL Society, Greenwich, S.E.—House-Physician at the Dread- 
nought Hospital (male). Salary at the rate of £150 per annum, and a 
proportion of fees. 

SHEFFIELD RoyaL InFIRMARY.—(1) Ophthalmic House-Surgeon (male). 
(2) Assistant Casualty Officer (male). Salary £100 per annum each. 


- STOCKTON AND THORNABY HospitaL, Stockton-on-Tees.—Senior and Junior 


House-Surgeons _— and unmarried). Salary £250 and £200 per 
annum respectively. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS Eye AND Ear Hospitat.—Honorary Aural Surgeon. 

WakeFIeELD: CLAYTON Hospitat.—(1) Honorary Assistant Surgeon. 
(2) Honorary Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon. (3) Honorary Assistant 
Physician. 

CERTIFYING Factory SwurGeoN.—The following vacant appointment is 
announced : St. Helens (Lancs.). 

This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertiscment columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column advertisements must be reccived not later than the first 
post on Tuesday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Linpsay, W. J., M.A., M.B., B.Ch.Camb., Assistant Surgeon to Out-patients, 
Royal Eye Hospital. Southwark. 

Pye-SmitH, Charles D., M.B., F.R.C.S., Medical Referee under the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act, 1906, for County Court Circuit No. 12, and to 
be attached more particularly to the Huddersfield County Court, vice 
John Irving, deceased. 

VuiasTo, M., M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to the Ear, Nose, and 
Throat Soa, West London Hospital. 

ACTORY SURGEONS.—R. M. Barrow, M.D., for the Long Sutton 

District, co. Lincoln; H. E. Collier, M.B., Ch.B.Edin., for the Redditch 

District, co. Worcestershire. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES. 


Royat Society or MEDICINE.—Special Discussion: Mon., 5 Chronic 
1 


Abdominal Pain in Nervous Women: Dr. R. Hutchison, followed by Drs. 
Fairbairn, James Collier, Crichton Miller, E. I. Spriggs, M. Culpin, and 
J. A, Hadfield. General Meeting of Fellows: Tues., s p-m. Section of 
History of Medicine: Wed., 5 p.m., Mr. A. G. T. Fisher: History of 
Internal Derangements of Knee-joint; Mr. Warren R. Dawson: History 
of Egyptian Medicine. Section of Dermatology: Thurs., 4 p.m., Cases, 
Section of Electro-Therapeutics: Fri., 8.30 p.m., Dr. Ulysses Williams: 
pane of the Dropped Colon; Dr. H. A. Harris: Problems in Bone 
_— ; Dr. R. W. A. Salmond: Teaching of Normal Radiography and 
adioscopy. 

CHELSEA CLINICAL Society, St. George’s Hospital Medical School, S.W.— 
Tues., 8.30 p.m., Mr. F. Romer: Manipulative Treatment of Joint 
Diseases. 

HUuNTERIAN Soctety.—Simpson’s Restaurant, Cheapside, E.C.: Mon., 
7.30 p.m., Dinner Meeting, followed by Discussion: The Influence of 
Ductless Glands in Infancy, Middle and Old Age—(a) General: Dr. 
Langdon Brown; (6) Infancy and Childhood : Dr. Thursfield ; (c) Middle 
gga Age: Dr. Leonard Williams; () Psychological: Dr. Crichton 

iller. 
POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 

BrIsTOL UNIVERSITY.—Boscombe: Fri., Dr. C. E. K. Herapath: Auricular 
Fibrillation and Flutter. 

Giascow Post-GraDUATE MEDICAL Infirmary, Wed., 
4.15 p.m., Dr. J. F. Smith: Skin Cases. Royal Hospital for Sick 

' a Thurs., 4.15 p.m., Dr. Findlay : The Mother and the Newborn 
nfan 


Lonpon HospitaL Mepicat CoLLece.—Mon. and Wed., 4.20 p.m 
ANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Tues., 4. -m., Dr. J. M. W. Morison - 
_Introduction to the Study of ; 
NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, Royal Victori 
Infirmary, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Thurs., 2.15 to 2.45 p.m., Dr, J C 
Spence: Nephritis in Children. 2.45 to 3.15 p.m., Mr. G. G. Turne : 
Some Encouragements in Cancer Surgery. 3.15 to 3.45 p.m., Dr od 
MacRae: Refraction Testing in General Practice. 3.45 to 4 p.m., T 
4 to 4.30 p.m., Mr. S. Ritson: Surgical Treatment of Gastric Ulcer. 434 
to 5 p.m., Dr. N. Maclay: Nasal Obstruction. ; 
SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY FACULTY OF Mebicine.—At the University, Ty 
3.30 p.m., Professor Douglas: Pathology of Pneumonia. : — 
SoutH-West LONDON PostT-GRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, St. James’g 
ospital, Ouseley Road, Balham, S.W.12.—Tues., 4 p.m., Mr. L. Phillips; 
aginal Discharge. 
West LonDoN CoLLeGE, Hammersmith, W.—Mon., 12 noon, 
Mr. Simmonds: Applied Anatomy. Tues., 12 noon, Dr. Burrell; 
Cases. Wed., 3 p.m., Dr. Pernet: Skin Department. Thurs., 10 a.m, 
Dr. Stewart : Neurological Department. Fri., 12 noon, Mr. Endean: 
Venereal Diseases. Sat., 10 a.m., Dr. Saunders: Medical Diseases of 
Children. Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., In-patients 
and Out-patients, Operations, Special Departments. 


British Medical Association. 


OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.8, 


Reference and Lending Library. 

Tue Reapinc Room, in which books of reference, periodicals, and 
standard works can be consulted, is open to members from 
10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 2. 

Lenpinc Lisrary: Members are entitled to borrow boo 
including current medical works; they will be forwarded j 
desired, on application to the Librarian, accompanied by ls, 
for each volume for postage and packing. . 

Departments. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Business 
Manager. Telegrams: Articulate, Westrand, London). 

MEDICAL SECRETARY (Telegrams: Medisecra, Westrand, London). 

Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology, Westrand, 
ondon). 

Telephone number for all departments: Gerrard 2630 (3 lines). 


Scottish MepicaL SecreTaRy: 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh. (Tele 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel. : 4361 Central.) 

InisH MepicaL SecretaRy: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 
grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel. : 4737 Dublin.) 


Diary of the Association, 
DECEMBER. 


Division: Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury, 
.30 p.m. 


14 ‘Fri. 


South Essex Division, Victoria Hospital, Southend-on-Sea: - 


Address by Mr. F. F. Muecke, on Nasal Obstruction: Its 
Causation and Treatment, 8.30 p.m. 
West Somerset Branch: Taunton. British Medical Association 
—— by Dr. T. Cotton on Functional Disorders of the 
eart. 
18 Tues. Lewisham Division: Clinical Evening, South-Eastern Children's 
Hospital, Sydenham, S.E., 8.45 p.m. 

19 Wed. London: Central Ethical Standing Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m, 
London : Ministry of Pensions Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m. 
Edinburgh Branch, South-Eastern Counties Division, Technical 

College, Galashiels: Address by Mr. J. W. Dowden on Active 
Movements in Relation to Some Surgical Conditions, 3.30 p.m, 

20 Thurs. London : Insurance Acts Court of Inquiry Subcommittee, 2.20 p.m, 
Birmingham Branch: Medical Institute, 3.30 p.m. 

Brighton Division: Clinical Meeting, Sussex County Hospital, 


3.45 p.m. 

East York Division: Paper by Dr. J. Stanley White on Some 
Modern Aspects of Gland Thera ¥. 

London: Maternity and Child Welfare Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m, 


21 Fri. 
— Division : General Meeting, Queen’s Road Dispensary, 
-m, 
JANUARY. 
9 Wed. West Bromwich Division, Clinical Meeting, Fever Hospital, 


Cemetery Lane, West Bromwich: Demonstration by 
E. H. R. Harries of the Schick Test, and Discussion on 
Toxin-Antitoxin Immunization for Diphtheria, 3.30 p.m. 


15 Tues. Kingston-on-Thames Division: Surbiton Hospital, Address by, 


Mr. W. H. Trethowan on Manipulative Surgery, 8.45 p.m. 
17 Thurs. East York Division: Clinical Meeting. 
Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford Division : Bull Restaurant, 
Westgate, Wakefield. Lecture by Dr. F. W. Eurich on Some 
Clinical Aspects of Epidemic Encephalitis (Encephalitis 
Lethargica), 8 p.m. ‘ 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 

BIRTHS. 
CuarK.—On November 29th, at 19, Christian Street, Maryport, the wife of 
Francis W. Clark, M.C., M.B., Ch.B., of a daughter. 
Drate.—On October 31st, at Frankfort, 0.F.S., South Africa, the wife of 
Eric W. S. Deale, M.B., B.Ch., of a daughter. 


MARRIAGE, 

Watson—TosH.—At Bronllys, Breconshire, on December 8th, Henry Elliot 
Watson, The Sanatorium, Talgarth, to Florence Mary, elder daughter 
the late Alex. Tosh, C.A., Dundee. 

DEATHS. 

Love.—At 128, Upper Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells, on November 18th, 
Dr. James Duncan Love, late of Monkseaton, aged 54. 

TYRRELL PATTERSOX.—Suddenly in London, on November 23rd, Tyrrell 
Patterson, M.D., F.R.C.S.Edin., late of Sudbury, Ryde, Isle of Wight. 


Frinted and published by the British Medical Ass: ciaticn, at their Office, No, 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of London, 
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